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When under public good, base private gain takes hold,
And we poor woeful Woods, to ruin lastly sold.
This utter'd they with grief. . . ." l.
Under James I. the Lord Deputy of Ireland was enjoined to
take order for the preservation of woods, " considering the
great decay thereof in this realm " 2.   Charles I., alleging the
desire to reform 'the great waste of timber', created the office
of surveyor of iron works, attaching to it the right of exacting
fees;  and the judges of assize were instructed to put into
execution the laws made for the preservation of timber3.
The Government of the Commonwealth showed anxiety on
the subject, and Parliament ordered the suppression of the
iron mills in the Forest of Dean 4.   The increasing con-
sumption of wood naturally advanced its price, and this was
commonly interpreted as an indication of scarcity 5.   In its
turn the price of commodities made of wood was raised.
Dudley, writing after the Restoration, affirmed that " in
King James's reign ships in most ports and rivers of this
kingdom (Thames excepted) might have been built for forty
shillings per ton, but now they can hardly be built for treble
the value, wood and timber is so much decayed *'; and he
attributed to the same cause the increase in brick-making6.
Yet whether there was a national as distinct from a local
scarcity may be questioned.   We should expect that the
demands of the iron industry, coupled with the advance in
price, would encourage the preservation of woods which
otherwise might have been turned into pasture or tillage7.
Migration,       The ironmasters sought to overcome the difficulties which
beset them in one of two ways.   The first was by migration
to new centres where supplies of timber were more plentiful.
A seventeenth-century saying ran : " He that liveth longest
1 Drayton, Polyolbion, Song xvii, 396 seq. (1613).
1 Acts of the Privy Council, 1613-1614, p, 108.
1 State Papers Domestic, 1636-1637, p. 162 ;  1638-1639, p. 7.
4 Ibid. 1649-1650, pp. 444, 465 ;  1651, p. 151;  1659-1660, p. 413.
*  Hist. MSS. Comm. Beaulieu, 108-109 (temp. James I.).
*  Mettallum Martis (1665), Epistle; and p. 46.
f This was Yarranton's contention: England's Improvement (1677),
6o~6i. The alleged decay of timber was also questioned by Petty, Economic
Writings, i. 294. Cf. also supra> p, 117.